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The Science of Takhreej As-Sunnah (Investigating the Prophetic Traditions): (Its Genesis,
Methods and Rules)
Dr. Khaled Dhaifallah Al-Shallahi

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Sciences and Arts, Sajr, Shagra University

Abstract:

The Sunnah was written during the era of the Prophet -peace and blessings be upon him- in forms of sheets ostensibly for
memorization and revision« then the compendiums of Sunnah were written« including the Six Books [of hadith]« after which
several books were authored« and when the chains of narrators became long« attention was shifted to books of indexes [Al-
Fahaaris] where only a part of the hadith will be mentioned« then came books of Az-Zawaaid« then Al-Mustakrajaat« then the
introduction of the traditional methods of Takhreej [hadith investigation]« which later culminated in our contemporary era with
modern means and electronic libraries. Stages of [hadith] documentation: Personal documentation, Official documentation by
order of the government, Classification of the hadith in its general meaning, and Classification of the hadith in its specific
meaning, The beginnings of the science of takreej emerged with the science of atraaf, In the eighth and ninth century« the
science of takreej was distinguished and became a separate field and art with its own terminology, The stages of the science of
takreej: Memorization, Documentation of hadiths with chain of narrators, The science of Al-Atraaf like Atraaf by Ad-
Daaraqutni, The science of Az-Zawaaid and Al-Mustakrajaat, The encyclopedic books like Jaami' Al-Masaaneed, Then the
science of Atraaf in its second stage, Then the books that focused on both At-Takreej and At-Tahgeeq, Then At-Takreej in its
earlier modern method (the traditional method), Then the modern method that includes At-Tahgeeq and Then At-Takreej with
the recent modern electronic means, Stages of Hadith Investigation (Takreej Al-Hadith) Hadith reference, Compilation of the
Turuq [the various narrations of the hadith], Its documentation, Its study, Passing a ruling on the hadith and Drafting outcome
of the general investigation on the hadith, The cynosure of Takreej is on the sanad [chains of narrators] and the matn
[the narrated text] and among the most popular books of takreej by sanad is: Tuhfatul Ashraaf and Dakhaair Al-Mawaareet,
Regarding the most popular books of takreej by matn« they are: Al-Mu'jam Al-Mufahras, Miftaah Tunuuz As-Sunnah and
Kanz Al-'Ummaal.

Keywords: The Science of Takhreej, As-Sunnah, (Investigating the Prophetic Traditions).
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