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Disentangling the Original Connotation of Kāna and Its Sisters According to Arabic Syntactic Tradition 
Dr. Mohammad Ali Mohammad Al-Amri 

Associate Professor of Fundamentals of Syntax, Arabic Department Faculty of Humanities, King Khalid University 
Abstract: 
This research investigates "the disentanglement of the original connotation of kāna (to be) and its sisters" according to Arabic Syntactic Tradition. 

Thorough investigation of the scientific data within this research has shown that Arab syntacticians have two broad attitudes: the first is that kāna and its 
sisters connote time but not action; and, the second is that they connote time and action, and this is the opinion of a group of the greatest syntacticians who 
came after the fourth century. The research displays both Arab syntacticians' attitudes, and categorizes the statements of both attitudes in applying the 
comprehensive connotation to each particular verb within this category. It further goes to debate both attitudes and attempts to embrace all ongoing debate 
between the two parties of syntacticians in this concern, including evidences and objections. The research debates all this according to well-established rules of 
argumentation in order to critique all evidences, and invite and clarify any potential complications related to both parties' disentanglement of kāna and its 
sisters. Also, it is to utilize all that in introducing a vision to all researchers in order to treat these complications.  The research has come up with a number of 
results, the most prominent of which are: The issue of the original connotation of kāna and its sisters is controversial, and there is a wide controversy among 
syntacticians in this regard, Both parties (of Arab syntacticians) disputing about kāna and its sisters were unable to disentangle all the connotations for all the 
verbs in a way which complies with their comprehensive attitude regarding this issue without falling into verbal, semantic and fundamental complications, The 
ambiguity found in the disentanglement of the original connotation of kāna (to be) and its sisters done by the majority of syntacticians is, in fact, the reason 
behind the formation of a different opinion according to those disagreeing with them, The predominant opinion in this issue is the opinion of the majority of 
syntacticians, The key to understanding the opinion of the majority of syntacticians lies in explaining what they mean by  "Action" when they say that kāna (to 
be) and its sisters have discarded their connotation of "Action", as well as in explaining what they mean when they say that kāna (to be) and its sisters have 
been restricted to connote  "Time" only, "Action", according to the majority of syntacticians, means (assigning the linguistic meaning of the verb to its cause). 
Accordingly, what they mean by saying that kāna (to be) and its sisters have discarded their connotation of the ''Action" is that the "Action" has taken away 
from kāna (to be) and its sisters their ability to assign their linguistic meanings to their causes, What the majority of syntacticians mean by  saying that  kāna 
(to be) and its sisters have been restricted to indicate "Time" is that they all share the quality of adding one connotative sign when added to the abstract 
nominal statement; that is, (bonding them with a syntactic time) which is formed according to five possibilities, and This understanding of the opinion of the 
majority of syntacticians eliminates all complications caused by the weakness of disentanglement and leniency the majority of syntacticians.    Also, it 
eliminates the arguments put forward by syntacticians from the opposite side, as well as the causes of argumentation in order to refute the first opinion. This is 
in addition to the elimination of problems that come as a consequence to that, and thus eliminating the dispute in this whole matter.  

Keywords: kāna, kāna and its sisters, connotation, the annullers, the annulled verbs, the incomplete verbs. 
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